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here, you have liberation and all under your thumb.
Besides practising meditation etc., set yourselves
heart and soul to remove to a certain extent the miseries
of the world, so full of wails. Through hard austerities
I have almost ruined this body. There is hardly any
energy left in this pack of bones and flesh. You set your-
selves to work now, and let me rest a while. If you fail
to do anything else, well, vou can tell the world at large
about the scriptural truths you have studied so long.
There is no higher gift than this, for the gift of knowledge
is ihe highest gift in the world."
XXVII
[Place: The Math, Belur. Year: 1902}
Swamiji was now staying at the Math. The disciple
came to the Math and towards the evening accompanied
Swami ji and Swami Premananda for a walk. Finding
Swami ji absorbed in thought, the disciple entered into a
conversation with Swami Premananda on what Shri Rama-
krishna used to say of Swamiji's greatness. After walking
some distance Swami ji turned to go back to the Math.
Seeing Swami Premananda and the disciple near by, he
said, "Well, what were you talking ?" The disciple said,
"We were talking about Shri Ramakrishna and his words."
Swamiji only heard the reply, but again lapsed into
thought and walking along the road returned to the Math.
He sat on the camp-cot placed under the mango-tree and,
resting there some time, washed his face and then, pacing
the upper verandah, spoke to the disciple thus: "Why do
you not set about propagating Vedanta in your part of the
country ? There Tantrikism prevails to a fearful extent.
Rouse and agitate the country with the lion-roar of
Advaitavada (monism). Then I shall know you to be a
Vedantist. First open a Sanskrit school there and teach
the Upanishads and the Brahma-Sutras. Teach the boys
the system of Brahmacharya. I have heard that in your